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involve industry in technical cooperation agreements under the spon-
sorship, or at least the initiation, of a nonprivate organization. These
are, almost by definition, public in nature.

For example, we have referred previously to the 1983 program,
ESPRIT. It has objectives in Europe similar to those of the private
MCC in the United States. However, ESPRIT is structured as a pro-
gram within the EC. Companies such as Thomson, Philips and
Siemens will work on defined problems of common interest, funded
partly by the participants and partly by the EC.

There was an earlier program set up in 1970 by the EC called COST
(Cooperation in Scientific and Technical Research). This facilitated
R&D cooperation among members and covered a broad range of sub-
jects such as optical fiber communication, advanced materials, and
measurement of pollutants. Industry participation took place where
the required skills and private benefits were compatible and agree-
ments arranged with the countries involved.

SIGNIFICANCE FOR INDUSTRY ROLE IN FUTURE
INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL AGREEMENTS

Given industry characteristics and the rather considerable range of
industry involvement in technical cooperation activities, what can we
conclude as to the trends and possibilities for future participation in
international technical agreements?

The discussion to this point has deliberately mixed together both
public and private agreements, both domestic and international. The
principal intent was to focus on the conditions surrounding any coop-
erative technical arrangement entered into by a private company.
While this paper is not by any means complete in treating the subject,
enough discussion of industry objectives, procedures, and involve-
ment in cooperation has been presented to permit some appraisal of
future actions on an international scale.

In certain respects, industry today should be more receptive to in-
ternational technical cooperation, provided such agreements are
structured to take into account industry needs. There are several rea-
sons for this.

First, there is great pressure within industry to increase R&D pro-
ductivity, i.e., to derive the maximum benefit from the technical re-
sources available to the corporation. Thus, any use of outside re-
sources, such as a cooperative agreement, can free corporate resources
to focus on those activities that can have a critical impact on the com-